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lN’-I‘RODU(}T ION . ‘
EBach year all Georgna children and youth in the fourth, cighth and eleventh z,rades are tested o)rﬁommon o

tests. ’I‘he’lowa Tests of Bagic Sknlls s used in the fourth and eighth grades, the Iests of Academic

LY
., .

Progress in the eleventh grade. . . ‘

Test scores provide a wealth of information for improving ed)ucatmn They cant be used as a tool for the
teacher, principal, curhculum spemalnst or other schuol staff to dnagnose areas where improvement may
<«

be needed. Follo&ng this diagnosis, prescriptions for umprovement may be developed and applied.

This GUIDE is intended as an aid to the proper use of Georgla Statewide Testing Program Scores. It

provides information about the program and the tests. reading and understanding the various reports,

understanding what the scores mean; and appl,ymg test results for the improvement of\l arning opportuni-
J .
;X\

ties for CGeorgia children and youth. It is orgamzed nto seven sections, each of which provides answers

to quesnons posed in the table of contents on the followmg pagsg.

Test scores seem often to be misused or not used at all. . Perhaps, this is dye either to misunderstanding
of testing terminology or to a lack of knowledge of what the scores mean. " In this GUIDE special attention
has been paid to communicating in a simple, straight-forward manner by using words common to most

educat:)rs and by making liberal use of.sz'amples,' examples and illustrations.
14 . '
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WHISRE MAY ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS LIKE TIESE BE FOUND? . .‘

.
M -

. WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES- Ol THE GEORGIA STATEWIDE
TESTING PROGRAM?

- Page 4

~

. .. 3

. WHO IS TESTED? WHAT TESTS ARE USED? WHAT DO THE
* TESTS TEST? .

Page ' 6

’ WHAT SCORES ARE REPORTED? WHAT DO THE SCORES# », ' ~
MEAN? WHAT ARE SOME USES OF THE SCORES? WHAT . Page 10 .
. ARE SOM LIMITATIONS OF° THE SCORES”? .

. WHAT REPORTS ARL PROVIDED FOR USE AT VARIOUS
) LEVELS? WHAT DO THE REPORTS [.OOK LIKE? HOW MAY
. -THE )REPC*‘S ‘BE READ AND UNDERSTOOD?

lsage 164

HOW MAY THE TEST RESULFS BE”ASSESSED? HOW MAY
. THEY BE SHARED WITH THE PUBLIC?

WHAT MAY BE DONE TO IMPROVE STUDENTS LEARNING?

' ‘

1 2]

: ’ ' WHAT MAY BE DONL I() IMPROVE TEST PERIFORMANCE IN-
THE FUTURE?
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. , What are the Objectives of the Georgia Statewide Testung Program? ¢ -
] 4
- A ’

‘The overall goal of the Georgia Statewide Testing Program 1s to improve education for all Georgla

children and youth. [For the achievement of this goal, the State Board of L.ducation has adopted ten objec-

tives. lThey are ) ‘y Cos t

. .

1. To providsz basic informatign for helpmng the student assess his own progress through the edu-
cational system of the State so he can become mncreasingly mature in understanding himself, )

his educational nekds, and his future possibjhities.

1
‘.

2. To help teachers understand their students n terms of therr Eapabilities and achievements so that

. « ¢ '
teachers can prescribe effective instructional piograms for them. "_

{ g .
3. Tp identify students with spzcia}needs whd may require adjusted programs and maintain continuing

. .
attention to their progress. . . . :

4. To provide local systems with basic information for assessing the effectiveness of the principal

phases of educational programs in sufficient detail to indicate specific steps required for con-

. tinually strengthening those programs. .. - ) .
5. To providé information to parents to help them understand their children in order that they may

v
0
.

realistically help them plan ahead-{

2
7 IS

6. To-provide the Georgia Depa rtment of Education with basig mnformation needed for equalizing

educational opportunities for all children in all school systems of the State.

7. To provide research agencies at both the State and local levels with data for generating and testing

. hypotheses con€erning all aspects of the educational process.

. ¢

. v ’

» .
8. To provide every school system with strong incentives to experiment at least on a modest scale

with new and’promising educational programs, materials, devices and organizational arrangements.

9. To provide the State Legiaature and General Public with readily interpretable information con-

cerning the status of the State system of education as a’whole and individual schools within

[

. systems to be consistent with requirements of State Law. _
*t & &

10. To assist School systems to use generally recommended practices relative to test administration
. and utilization of test results. e
’ ‘ M N
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As can be scen from the above sbjettives, the Georgia Statewide Testing Program is not an account-
ability system where test results are used as a means of holding an individual teacher, édmlmst\rXtor,
. .

school or system accountable for student, performance on tests. To dp so is an improper use of the test

results and any .conclusions drawn from such uses of the test results is unsupportable.

- -
’
¢

In addition to the above objectives, the State Board of Education has adopted nine @ajor utthization

objectives for improving instruction at the i_ocal school and systém levels. They are

1. ldentify. individual weaknesses in skill development in Vocabulary, Reading, Language, Work

Study and Mathematics.

2. Diagnose strengthw weaknesses of groups..

.
3. Individuahze instruction. - ‘ . '
' \
4. Report proéress to parents. . - - . . ’
. ”
5. Select curriculum materials. .
6. Set the pace of mstruction. \ . .., .
<
’ . r ‘
7. Select methods of instruction. .
- . e J
8. Counsel students. :
g,

Help determine changes needed in the-curriculum of previous grades foE basic skill dgvelopment.

«
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Who is Tested? What Tests are Used? What do the¥lests Test?

, .

In uccordance with State Board of Lducation pohicies, all students in Grades 4, 8, and 11 are tested
p

. . N .
except for studengs in programs for the mentally retarded. . .
\ -

.

'

, Ihe jowa Tests of Basic Skalls ¢1TBS) s dsed in Grades 4 and 8, 1 orm 3 Level 10¥or Grade 4. Form 3¢
. * ? . \ .

Level 14 for Grade 8‘. The Tgsts of A{iadem,lc ngresﬁ TAP), Lorm $1s used for Grade 11

’

The I'TBS examines the fundamentals of clementary school mstructfon  lhe basic skills essental to
success 1 all types of learning. |, Since the test battery measuies a student's ability to use his-acquired

skills, it does not focus on repetition or wWdentifying formal facts or rules. While taking the test the student

' uses his skills as he might m day-to-day classroom acuvitics. .

‘The ITBS tests S generat areas. ‘They are

M t

Test V — Vocabulary

Test R — Reading Comprehension . .. ' ¢ o
Test L. — Language Skills ( Subtest 1.-1 spelling..Subtest L.-2 capualizatjon, Subtest 1.-3 punctua- ‘
) - .2 ) ’
tion; Subtest [.-4 usage) Le 2 SN

Test W — Work Study Skills (Subtest W-1 map rea'cling.A Sil[‘)\te\s‘t W -2 reading graphs and tables;

N ~
e o> Subtest W-3 knowledge and use of reference materhks)
- v LA

.

Test M — Mathematics Skills (Subtest M=1 math concepts; Subtést M-2 math problem solving)

Within each test and subgest of the ITBS, test questions aré referenced to skills. Table | on page 7

" lists the skills measured by each\$subtest for Grade 4; Table 2 on page 8 for Grade 8.
NG ,
The Tests of Academic Progress ( TAP) provide an appraisal of students progress toward general

Secondary school goals. Each subtest measures the extent to which objectives of.a basic area of high

school instruétion have been achieved by students. The three subtests of the TAP u§ved in the Georgia

- .

Statewide Testing Program are Composition, Reading and MathematicS. 'The skills measured in each sub-

® .

’ test are listed in Table 3 on page 9- ‘ . ‘ ..
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. What Scures are chor(gd’ How May 11 )csc Scores be U'sed?

. - What are tha l imitations of the Seores?

~ v ” .
.

The section that follows cofltains & description, some uses and some limitations of scdres reported
- v in the Georgia Statewide ’les(mg, Program. It imas i hcl,pful when afaly zing the various repor(s 10 refer
N o (hh sectiow so that a glearer undorsmnd‘im of thc scores may be gamed  In so doing, perhaps some
R oﬁ(he ‘pufalls often dssocmted with’ cvaluannp s[d"nddldl/td st scores may lqe avoided.

v . Two gencral comments dbou( the repotts amd seores are morder  The flrbl 1S Lhat in many of the

reports supplud as a part of the Gwrp{a Statewide 1o sunp I’xoprdm SCOTCS wluch compare a student; s

‘ performance [o another group by, vay of norn)\\ d!‘L pro\ whed 10 abunddnce (r ¢, percentile ranks, grade

, equivdlents, 1(dnd.nrd St.orcs) Whllc these :.corw: whun uscd with caution provldo valuable mformation, ’
atho Student ltun Rcsponsc Rupor( for’ Grades 4 and 8 focuses on thc student’ s own performance on ndi-
v.Jdual qucsllons dll\l qug sllon's grpuped into kil dareas wuhout rcfcrcnw&) other students. This nfer-

mation allows uyteduher to focus on, the student, akm;, mto Lonslderdnon the student’ s own 1nterests,

-y
s. Armed with all this mformdllon, the teacher can then seek wavs

abilities, motivations and dspirau
c1ally designed for the student. In so doing, the goal o( mnstruc-
tional 1mprovement which 1s the focus of the Georgla Statewide Testing Program will more nearly be

¢ . >

\ N of pro\'/idmg learning experiences osp
r[
Yeached, .
Géml., hand 1 hand with the studont s own [tem Response Report are the Ctass, School and System
Response Summary Reports provaded for Grldes 4, 8 and 11. llere as in the Student ftem Response
o, Report the focus 1s on the indwvidual test queston and fest questions grouped 1nto skills. The scores on
. £bese repoyts are reported as percents of correct responscs by test queston in the class, school or :
S}fstem Since these reports allow exarhination of test'performance on individual questions and questions
. grouped into skills rather than to an outsid¢ norm group, ways of providing learning experiences especially
dL‘blbned for srudents m the class, school or system may be sought Once again, mstructional improve -
‘ment, Wthh 13 “the zoal of the Georgia Smtew1de Testmg Program may more nearly be reached

It should be remembered, however, that the greater the number of giestions testing a Sklll, obJect ve,

§ulueci, etcl., the greq{er the possibililfl that scores are reliable. Therefore it is wrse to not base a '

copelusion on a student’ s performance solely on his or her response to a small number of test questions.
The I'TBS and TAP are survey-type tests. They are not
'can be used as a "flagging device". ‘This means that results

jagndstic tests. As a survey-type test ihey

ay point to a potential problem area.

’”~

Ideally, when a potential problem’has been identified additional evaluation should follow to determine:
1) If the problem really exists, and 2) What is the specific nature of the problem, Then, when this course

of action has been followed, addl[lonBl information is,available to\he teacher for taking developmental e

¢
acnon for students now in the classroom and preventative action for future swdents. .

Conversely, a survey type test may pomt_to particular areas of strength. Ideally, when such an -

' .- analysis has been made additional evaduation should follow to seek answers o the questions: Are these ‘
indeed 's:‘rengths? What am I (or we in the case of a school or system) doing in the way of teaching ! *

: ‘ techniques, use of learning materials and purﬁcular design to have helped students learn? What can
\ A S ‘

) 7
The second general comment has to d6 with measurement error.

. » .
4

* be done to fcontlnue or even do better?




4 . . .

- " " L . tr 1t
Inherentin all tests 1s’some “error”. Because of this, reported scores may be different,from Vtrue

or error free scores. No testas perfectly reliable’ which means that if the test were to be admimistered
M s s,

five times to a student assuming similar conditions, scores are likely to be different each time.

Errors in measurement may be caused by the test instruments 1tself, the test admnistrator or flug-
ﬁl&[l()nb In students. It is possible t esumate this error stausucally As a "rule of thumb ¢Sumate,
1n ‘the Grade 4 I'TBS the error of Grade Equivalents andl Standard Scores is from 4- -6 scoge 1ntervals in
feach of the subtests and from 2-3 points 1n composite (Language, Work Study, Math, Battery) scores.
In the ITBS Grade 8 a "rule of thumb™ esumate of error for Grade Equivalents 1n each subtest 1s from
5-9 score intervals, for the composite scores ( Language, Work Study, Math, Battery) from 3-5 grade
equivilent intervals. For Grade 8 standard scoxes, a "'rule of thumb" ésrimqte of error is from 4-7 score
In the TAP a "rule of thumb”
estimdate for error 18 3 btaniard score points for each of the bubtei&s (Composition, Readmg, Mathe -
maucs)

intervals 1n each subtest and from 2-4 score, intervals 1n composite scores *

.
v

. )
As an example of the 1mportance of error in evaluating
a standard score of 97 on the Use of Reference Materials $ubft

above the

let us say an 8th Grade student receives
t of the 1TBS.

We would ¢onclude then, that if this student

res,

estumated standard error 1s from 4-7 score points.
were admimistered the test repeatedly, two out of threé of his standard scores would fall within -ir'/"points
above the 4-7 score points below or between 90-104. Now let us look at another 8th Grade student whose
standard score on the Use of Reference Mqterla'lb subtest 1s 91. Lor this student the "band" into which
When looking ;u both of the above students together
we,sec that their standard score “"bands” overlap. ‘Student A's band 1s from 90 o 104; sulldent B's from

84 to 98.

. : 1S great enough so that they should be regarded as nyeallv beng "different”.

. his scores would fall 2 out of 3 times 1s from 84*to 98.

*Iis means that the ch.mce for error-free or ""true’ scores to be the same for both students

4 .

ot

v e

: '

- “ . -

Based on the "rule of thumb”

.~

.
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N e

&

" Raw Scote (RS) .7he raw score 15 arrpved at hv totahnb the nutnbcr of questnons a student answers | ’
naw ocore

- \

correctly n cach subtesw Since thc suhtcst may, LUH[JIH a varned numhcr of questnons the. raw scorc 18
noton 4 scale comml)n t all subtests aid there fu?'u has httlc value for reportnng It1s used, howcvcr

as the bisis for scorg cunversmns i all of the other \[LML nt scores mn the Ccorz,,na Statewnde Testing

- [~ .

Program. - TN e - v ;~‘ ’-.- - . - . .

Grade Lqunvalcnt ((J ). on numbcrs nrt. u%utL n c\prcssxnggrade equnvalents.. The first lndncates : f
J . s .
“the sclfogl year and me sccond thc schd’ol month for ihrs, rflnrose the‘ school year 18 d.lVldE_d fntg_ tcm - _...‘_, Gt '

months. For example, Eradc cqulvalcnts for thc fourth gfade range from 4. 0 through 4.9.- VTSRS e

If a studt,nt scorc on the reading, bllb[(‘b[ JﬂdlL.l(L‘ > gmdc cqunva[ent of H1 this should be lnter-

prgted 0 mcan that the stud,ent achlevcd at the sdme uc'l a8 the ayerage ,student in the norm group n

) the flI'S[ month of the fourth grade, It should be*re membered, however, that .1verage means half of - )

b the students in the norm z,roup fire cuhc above or Ilow this level of acilevement. For this reason, all - ' *

.
-,

- .

k24
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tudents should not be cxpected o utg‘am .Lpdt‘!lt.ul.'lr giade equlvalent, Whether students as a group m a Lt
classroom or scheol wmparc favorabty with the norm £roup depends, for instance, on whether half or'
more of thoge currently tested are above the grade cquwalcnt appropriate for ‘the. erst month of the school
year (re., 4.1 for fourth brade 8.1 for 8th g radh) As a part of the Georgia Statewide Testmg Program - .

school and system grade equxvalent frequency tables are provided. They should be exammed to see 1If .

t the S0th percenttle falls é?? 1.1 or above ?or the fourth grade or 8. 1 or above for the. 8th gradeh If they do,

~

. the school or system compares fav’orablv wn{h the norm group., . e
- Although 1t appears that grade; equ,lvalents are easy 100} understand and mterpret they have seme limita-
‘tions. Perhaps the mos¥serious 1s that each unit on the scale of 1. 0 through 12.9 does not réflect an equal . ',. -
amount of student growtﬁ Since growth 1n tire development of read1ng skills, for example » rap1d at
~certa in gra}d‘; levels and slow at otherg, some dnfferences betwéen grade equnvalent units will indicate a
<greater amount of achrevement than ethers. A year of growth in reading from grade 1.0 to 2.0 is likely
to be'a larger d1fference in achievement than an increase from 8.0 10 9.0. 1t would be incorrect to assume ) -
that the same’ amount of growth in reading has taken place,. R .
Anather ltmttatton of the grade equivalent is the common m1s1nterpretation thai'earmng a particular; '
grade equivalent 1nd1catest:'a student’s readiness for work at that level. For example, a fourth grade
student earning a grado equlvalent of 8.5 in the Vocabulary subtest does not mean his Vocabulary 1s at the’
eigltth grade level Such a conc}usaon wou!d overlook the design of the *test especrally for fourth graders’
. with a range of test questlon d1ff1cul'ty approprtate -for fourth graders. ) al
Still another limitation of grade equivalents in the 1TBS is that GE's are not,comparable between and *
atn 'ng subtests. For example, both the Grade 4 Language U\age subtest and the Map Reading subtest
have 32 questions. Heace, raw scores are comparable Yeta raw score of 14 on the’ Usage subtest
converts to a grade. equLvalent of 4.2 while the same raw score of 14 on the Readmg subtestconverts to
a grade equivalent of 4. 41 N { : ’ . / . *
Standard Score (SS) .+ A stagdard score is a raw score wfknch has unde’rgone a statistical converston
to & scalé common to all subtests. The 1TBS standard score. scale fﬁ_a_l_l_w (3 through 8) ranges )

from 0 to 150 wrtha mean of 80 and a standard deviation of 20. Since the 1TBS_s¢ale is common for

. { ’ . s , .
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all grades (3 through 8), the range of standa’rd scores and'averages are different for.each grade. In

e

Grade 4 the ‘standard score i§ from l? to 107 thh an average of between 66 and 71. In Grade 8 the range
of standard scores 1s from 33 to 150 with an average of 98 and 103. For the TAP in GradF J1 the standard
score scale ranges from 16 to 88 W1th an average between 48 and 52 and standard devxatxon of 10. It
should be remembered th!at average in thls instance is the arithmetic mean which is obtamed by d1v1d1ng
the sum of a set of scores Dby the number of scores in the set. . ’ i

- Stndard scores allow comparisons between and among subtests. For example, a_student receives a
standard score of 74 on the I\adlng subtest and a 61 on the Yocabulary subtest Since both scores are on
a common scale, one could say that this student performed bettex: on the Readmg subtest than on the

Vocabtlary subtest, '

. -

The major limitatiop of standard scores 1s that they are not on a scale of equal measuring umts
lor txample, 1n the ’lAP Grdde 11) \/lathimancs subtest a student answering 21 questions correc{ly will
Ubtdln a standard score of 54, the same standard sdore as a student answerlng 22 questians correctly.
In'the same subtest one student can answer S questions correctly and Ob[a(ln a standard score of 30 while

another student answeping 6 or only one more question correctly, will obtam a score of 3 intervals higher,

- or a standard score of 33. . \ ‘\ . - °

L4 ’

Natioftal Pereentile Rank (.NPR) A nanQnaI p&rc@nnle tank 1nd1qates a student's felative position |

o) the natiogal nore’ samplc n term\ s of the percent of, swdt_n‘ts wnth lower scores. For €xample, when a

S ey el

test, the .1nd1cattoMs that 75% of the .

students n the natronal norm sample o‘btalned a score lower than hls"‘«ln other words, this student s

student recetves a’\JI’R of 75 on thc Ma‘the{whcstConpepts

\1athemat1cs Concepts ac:hu.vement as measured by the test surpasses that of‘ E‘t&rcent of the natxonal

STl S,
.. ”

nor'm.sample. . : Sa e~

‘\~. Y

A ma]or limitation of perc«.nule ranks 1s that thev are not on a scale of equal measur;ng un‘i‘cs “The~

difference between the peru.ntlle ranks of 5and 10 or betwc,en 90 and 95 is likely to be much gredter. than..

the difference betwecn thc ranks of 50 and 35. Tfor examplc, in the 8th grade Reading subtest a raw scot(e

of 38 converts to a NPR of 50 while an 1nc rease of onlv 2 raw score intervals converts to a NPR of 55. In
teh‘. same subtest a raw score,of 60 convurts to a NPR of 90 while an increase of 4 raw score mtervals
s ngeded to increase the \l‘R by 5 score intervals to 90 ’1h1s 15 true because large numbers of studen}

tend o achieve scores near the muddle or S0th per(,cnule while relatxvely 1few students obtaln eyfemely
mgh scores. - o "“'~f _ . . . /,," ’

State Percennle Rank (SPR) As 1s the casd w1th-a mtlonal,perceumle rank the state percenme rank

indicates a student’s relative pusition o a group Iq the Gwrt,xa Statewide 'Iestmg Prog»rz;m the compa/léon
s .

group for the state peru.*nttk rank 1s all students n elther Gra«Jes 4, 8and J1 admmlstered the II‘BS or

TAP 1n the 1'all of 1973, lnu.rprc-tatmn of the SPR 1s the same as that»for the natxonal perce)mle rank
dxcept that ranks are in relation 6 studcnts n tm State of GCOrbla

3 ;"
as those for the national percenule rank PO .- : e u.g:.,-;/‘ '.-~;'§ o

T e J.
Local Percentile Rank (I l’R),, As w1th the national and state percennle rank, the Li"R/ikéates 5~ e

student s relative position © a grcup The tomparison group for the ILPR i

all students”in a school

system 1n either Grddes 4 8 and 11 admimistered the ITBS or TAP in Septe r, 1974. lnterpretation

to students 1n the local system,

[4

. ’ . A

national and state percentile rank. - 3 R .
. ‘ r, !
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Percent Correct ( PC). In the Geargia Statemdé Testiig l’togr;rm 4he peregnt of i questlons correctlv
answered is reported The' percent of b}érrtct,dndwldudl student t;esponses m cach Grade 4 and 8 IT ns
subtest is reportecf m such 4 way so that compans{)ns lx.twcen the wtudentand the average of correct
responses for all students in the classroom, sclwol and svstem m;ty be made L

The PC for the student \m-a subtest is ,:omputod bé fnrst flﬂdmg,()}it the; number of correct responses
made by the student. ’I‘his number is then dwnded l)y the numlx:cof quoStlons m the subtest. . For example,
if a student ans’wers 21 questlons correctly, in the 4th gra):le Vocabul’ary subtest thns number 1S d1v1ded

. ¢/(/‘f' .

)1s computed l)y fn'st addmg the number ofx:orrect responses

Then, /the number of cqrrec't nespopées for the cfass afrlved atm Step 1
udents 1n the class for 'ihe average number p( correct responses for

by the “umber of test questnons or 38, for a IC of 35
The average PC for the class i a subtest
for all students in the class.
above is divided by the gumber of”
Students in the class. Fmally, the average number ut/correct responses fox studenf’s in the class as.
determifed in Stef"2 above is Ihvnded }ay the nu;nber o; téSt ques;lonstn tﬁe suhtest for the’ average,,
class PC. Y{)r example, a 4th grade(class of 28 st:uden(s takes the Vocabulary subtest The number of
correct responses for each of the 28 Students 18 surrfmed ,for :i totai number of correct responses of
616 This rmeber (616) is then divided by 28, the nurnber of stpdﬁn;s m the class, for the average .

olv

questlons in the 4th grade Vocaluxlary subteSt (38) for an. &ve‘rage class .?C of 57.9 which would be
/ . W ‘J_"‘.’_‘ .-' f.‘

‘\(‘-« .
v M Y - t_,

4-

rounded to/08 >
The }70 for the schbol is cp

B o
puted m» much tbe sam

subtese The mtmber of c{).rﬁacs r{;\S nses for, ach
of cot;‘ect respoxlses of 635§ ’I‘hxs n 3‘r'nber (63‘55) 5 then leld\'ed 205, for the, averagé number of
/cofrect respOmses for,a}l students\‘ or 3 This nfmber (31) is then dwnded by the number of questlons
. 'I'he PC for t{le sys@ 1? corqputed. rnuch\}b same way as the\PC Yor the class and the school
£ cept -Jhe studept base lS all ;;tudems ‘tested
‘E: lh the Georg;1a Statemde T‘e?tmg Progra T Clas\ School and Sys\oem Summary Reports for Grades 4,
8 at}d 11 are, als}o ptoéldedi, ?X’l}ese reports shoW,\qn & téxs{\questnon by te tquestnon )basxs the average
percent of correct rejsponse t,'o’ehch question fors tho class, Lh{ school and System. In’addition

J lls 'I,‘hérefore, 1t is poss1bl\e\tt\ not only examkhe e\ach test questlon -

>

mt'hvndua ly ‘butlalso quepﬁdns gréuped mto sknlls . \\ \, ‘.\\\\ S o -
’rhe AVe age PC| for 4. test q_lues on lS arrived at m much same way\as the average group PC for
sdbtest a$ desc rnbecl abové l’or the aver‘age class PC a count of. students answermg a _questjon cor; .

ctly is made. ’I’hns number is then dnvided by ‘the total number Qf students m the class taking the test.

or, exam;ile 21 out pf' gfl?tudents m 3 class answered a question. correctly When dmdmg 21 by, 28 .
~
W fmcl T‘he average PG ',férI l;he class 13 7{5 . ;\.‘ ¥ S ) S ‘
. 'For a hool, the ave.nage {’C is arr ed at by getting a caunt o’f the students\(n the school answeging .

axque.stlo;l Eorrectly and thEh di\nclmg ,thts number by the total number of'stuclents‘atxhe grade taking , ¢
thQ‘ tes m Lhe school Foﬂefa%np‘l’e ‘234 out of, 470 students\ rn a school an,sweres{ a questlon correctly.
When dnﬁnding 234 by 470 we g‘e,tig .8 percent fo\r an ave rage séhool BC,, when rout‘]ded of 50.

l i

&

\th'b\graﬁde\m the total sy stem . . .

e
. 7

" number of correct r;Sponses of all Students or 22. "hﬁs- nt’rmber (22) is_ then dwlded by Lhe numbet of " ..

the 205 students is summed for/ﬁ total number , o

RS
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The averageC for the s Zstem .az arr, wed at, the same way as for the class and. the ‘school except
. that the student base xs all vﬁe S/qd(;nrs tested, ar: the- grade ip the catire-system.” !

. + g
L .. ' 1,

As noted above fhe pC im a studenz pn a s;abtest is helpfyl in assessmb how that student performed on

" L f\ oa subtést in relatx ) Ftot h Ss the school and t,he éy;t;;—r} ) By lookmg at the difficulty of the quesnon )
' ; ‘o studentq perfmmance L.an/,a’l;o be e;\amin'e.d i ',weiat};m w0 btate performance. State performance ('dif-
" . ' , ficulty) 1s useed as a gen’ertal gunde}@';nm 'tm;, the'xelanve dnffxuulty of the question. As a "rule of"
. ‘ 'theumb” gundc&e followmg table may be/osui in judging the difficulty of the test question. . o
; . - / - FABLE 4 ' n
. o /// 7 The Relétnonshxp of Percent Correct to Question Difficulty c.
— A " o " P // l’ereent (orrect Difficulty -
./’,f':‘/ ,y/.:,:/} / - b ’857.100 " ’ v Lasy
PP T, . 60-85 T Easy to Medwum )
G Vedumotard :
g :, g Y //\/‘ a5 ) Hard ‘
' . ’ (,auuon shoald be exet‘u;ed when L.omparmg, the. PC on one subtestwith the PC on other subtests
) ‘ " :V'I'he/reason’for elercising cautjon 1s that subtests have a vatied r}umbm of test queetlons therefore
g ‘ 2 £b€ base may dxffez from one bubn:bt to anoti?e‘r lor L,)\amplc a student may answer 10 Guesnons cor-
A ‘_ ;eetly 1:1 rhe' 8th grade \'ouabular\ subtest and 10 questions wrreutly in the 8th grade Reahmg subtest
a4 PR
- ‘ Jn the V abu lary subtest with :ts 48 questions, a PC of 21 would be reported while in the Readmg sub-
\ . \,‘ te’st wnth its 80 qUestmm a PC of 13 would be 1eportu.i ' ) '
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WHA’] RLI’OR'IS ARLE l’ROVlDLl) FQR USL AT VARIOUS lL\'LlS’ WIIAT DO THE_REPORTS
"1.OOK LIKE? HOW' MAY Till: REPORT SEBE READ AND UNDERSTOON? *

- &

The section that follows contawns saniples of all reports prepared as, a/r'us'ult of the September, 1974
administration of the ITBS and TAP. Auomp(m\ ing vach sample 1s & brief description of the report and

a visual system of, "keying” major pownts ‘o the naregtive describing the scores or other information
appearng in the reports.

Grade 8 on page 42, and Grade 11 on page 60. 1.lhlc S on page 17 lists all the reports by grade with

the recipient 1n a school system most lnkelv g tmd the data useful. . '
Data in“the repoQts are real in that they reflect actual students, SLhUolb and’svstems in Georgia:

llowever, names have-been changed so as to protect the confndennalm- of the data
It 1s possible that when examinmng the number of students actually tested 1 a ClaSS, schoolor '~

system there 1s a difference between these numbers and numbers appearing in the reports The guide

used for determining whether a student’'s answer shect should be scored and reports prepared was.
1)} A 4th J% 8th Grade student needed to "

try™ at least 10 questions mn 8 of the 11 ITBS subtests. and

2) an Ilth Grade student needed to "try” at.least 10 questidns n two out of the three TAP subtests.

If a student failed to meet these guidelines, a report was not prepared and data were not included in

.
summaries.
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The sample reports are grouped by grade, with Gmdc 4 starting on page 18,
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. e .) N Reports py Title
— . Recipiént and Grade
, Tule ' .
* the Teacher L p
Student Item Response Report -

" the Principal

Puptl Score Report (Roster)
Student Cumulative Record label .
Classroom Summary Report .

~

ClassTdom’ Summary- Report S -

School Summary Report

School Grade Equivalent.F requency Distribution

[For

Note

School Standard Score Frequency Distrabutton
School Skill Ranking Report

the System

Classroom Summary Report

School Summary Report

Syvstem Summary Report :
School Grade Fqulva'lem Frequency Distribution .
School Standarg-Scoré I’ requenc:v Distributfon-*
Svstem Grade Equivalent I’ requéncy Distribution
Svstem Standard Score [Frequency Distribution
System Skill Ranking Report

-

the State - 7, . .

School Grade Lquivalem I'fequency Distribution
School Sta{ndard Score ¥ requency Distribution
Svstem Grade Fduivalent F requency Distribution:
Systerm Standard:Seore-Frequency Distribution”
2 ducauonal I’laﬁngnz, Mstrict Grade 1 qunm}enr
Frequency. IJistribution
Educational Planning sy ict Standazd ,Scorc
FFrequency Distriburion ¢ ‘ ’
State Grade Lquivalent requency Distribution
State Standard Score P )cqucnc\* stributton
Fducational Planning District Skill Ranking Report
State Skill Rdnkmg, l(ipon ) >

. ’

In instances w hOlC the sathe report is dls[rxbulcg 10 more llmn one reciplcnt
. multiple copies are printed with the original for the first listed recipient and

second and third coptes 1o recipients following
Classybom, Summary Report is for the eacher,
the third for the svstem.

*
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Table 5 + =,

‘¢.
i
° 1
Grade
o - 4 8 N
X "X
X X
X . Xt
. X’ X .
° ’
. X X
X X
’ 'X' ‘x
X X
X X
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